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the fleet could anchor in safety, and where refreshments could be procured for the sailors and troops; it was their intention to wait there the arrival of orders from England. On the morning of the 24th a brig arrived with despatches from England, in consequence of which the armies were separated. Six battalions were named in order to serve under Sir James Pulteney, with Major-Generals Moreshead and Manners, Brigadier - Generals Fisher and Maitland. The rest are to serve under Sir Kalph Abercromby. Sir James goes to Portugal, where a body of 10,000 or 12,000 British are assembling. Sir Ralph goes to Egypt. It is judged most expeditious to sail in different divisions, which will rendezvous at Minorca. I sailed with the first yesterday. It is composed of such ships as were most ready, viz., seven troopships, eight transports, and six victuallers. Sir Ealph expects to follow with the rest of the armament in the course of a few days. We are not to land at Minorca, but to endeavour to procure fresh meat and vegetables for the men, land the sick, and, at the same time that every attention is paid to the health and comfort of the troops, to keep them in readiness to proceed upon their voyage. It appears by the letters from England that the Emperor and French have made peace, but no hopes are entertained of England being included, and it is thought to be of importance to force the French from Egypt; a force from India is, I understand, to co-operate with us, by endeavouring to dispossess them of their ports upon the Red Sea. the troops. Brigadier-General Hope passed this when we were at sea and went in search of Sir Ralph. When he left General Melas the armistice was to terminate on the I3th September; but a report prevailed at Leghorn that it had been renewed; it appears from newspapers that no act of hostility had taken place between the French and Austrians; negotiations between them and Great Britain are still going on.
